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IV. Of the Nature of S ILK-^ as tt is made in 
Piedmont. Commnnicaied by William Agli- 
onby, Efq\ F.KS. 

SIlk,which is the Spittle of a Worm,hath its good or bad 
(quality from the Nourifhment the Worm receives 
cither from a good or bad Leaf j Therefore the chief 
Dependance is on a happy Spring , proving both fweet 
and pkafint ; exempt from too much Rain, which com- 
monly rot the Leaves; from Southerly Winds, which 
bur ft the Worms j and from ftrong Northerly Winds, 
whofe piercing cold fpoils the Leaf^ giving it an ill Qua* 
lity. All thefe unfeafbnable Weathers are very pernici- 
ous to thefe little Animals, which every one obferve 
with great Attention , and follow more or lefs the Iiidi* 
iStions } from whence they draw the Cohfequences by 
the Produdjin Quantity and Quality. 

When the Spring proves delightful and fweet, the 
Worm feeding on a good and tender leaf, free from the 
Prejudices of an unkind Seafon, (which fbmetimes fpoit 
the Leaf, by giving it a rough, grofs, and heavy Na* 
ture) then one may expe<St a profitable Harveft ,• and 
in fuch Years *tis beft to make a gobd Provifion, for 
Silk.will then find good Sale when moft Abundance,and 
the Buyer meets with that of a good Subftance, which 
the advantagious Seafon very much contributes to j but 
not knowing how long it may laft, about Midfummer 
ifbr St. Jofms Tide) they begin to draw the Silk from 
iisCccon^ to fee whatit yields, and judge of its increafe 
or fcarcity , as well as the eftimate of its goodnefs and 
perfedions, thofe moft defirable are, viz. That it proves 
clean, light, and ftrong. 

Great 
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Great Ufe may be made of theft Obfervatioos, and 
no lefs Advantages to be drawn from them, provided 
the Managcmcni; be with Study to improve them ; for 
it requires a particular Cai e to hatch the EggSiis alfo ten- 
deroefs and great caution mull be ufed, even till the Silk 
be ready to be drawn off* 

In ca(e the %Sea(()n fliould not prove pleotifal, then 
they buy as faft as they can old Silk, and keep, as much 
as they can of the other, for the bed Fabricks, that fo 
rhey may not be obliged to hazard alltheir good, at the 
Price of the word, which is commonly pra^ifed. But 
if theSeafon promife a great and fatisfaftory Harvefl:^ 
they take the new, and put it apart for the bell Fabricki. 
not defpifing the old , but only laying it afide, till 
proof be made whether the new be better or not. 

Some Obfer^ations to Jqiow the beU Sil^ , 

or Organcine* 

The Goodnefs of Silk is diftinguflied by its lightnefi?, 
as the mofl Effential Quality, which every Body knows 
carries a confiderable Profit along with k^ when bought 
by weight, and ibid by the Yard or Aune. It is to be 
noted, that the Orgamine is Super -fine, it being the 
beft fort, and N^ : That the two threads are equal In 
fineoefs, that is to fay, both alike in fmoothoefs, thick- 
nefs and length , for the thread of the firfl twill : For 
the fecond, it matters not whether the ilogle thread 
be ftrong, before the two are joined, unleft to fee whe- 
ther the firO: twift prove well, ft is neceflary the Silk 
be clean ; the Straw colour is commonly the lighteft , 
and the White the heavieft of ail. fr is likewife con- 
venient, that the Skeans be even and all o£ an equality, 
which fcews they viot^ wrought together; otherwifo 
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with great reafbn one may fufped that it k refufe 
Silk , and cannot be equally drawn out and fpun, for 
one Thread will be fliorter than the other, Which k 
Labour and Lofs. It will be alfo requifite to ftarch the 
Bale more than once, and take from out of the Par- 
cels a Skean to make an ElTay j for unlefi one buys that 
which one knows by tryal, there is a hazard of being 
Cheated t. and io, for one fort, have another. 

To mah^ an Eftimate of Silk^ by EJfay^ ami- U 

h^ow its hightmfs. 

Fix the Effay upon one eighth of a Fortee hand of 
Silk, of no Aunesof Lyons in length, and fee what 
it makes of Aunes by the Eighth part j tlje Skean 
which is of 8oThreads,muft be multiplied by no Aunes 
of Lyons ^ which is the length of no Aunes^ from 
which Number muft be deducted one eighth ; as for 
Example , i lo by 80 makes 8800, the eighth part of 
which is 1 100, which is the eight part ot a Portee i 
Now to calculate what thefe iioo Ames weigh, which 
is the eighth part of a fortee^ or of no Ames oi Lyons. 
It will be proper to take a Skean out of the Parcels 
which you take from out of the Bale, which you judge 
may contain at Icafl 1 1 00 Aunes , to make the one 
eighth part of a Porths which Portie muft be divided 
on two Bobbins, half on each , then fix the two Bob- 
bins on the Cantre ( Bcam^ and from thence pafs it 
through the (Comhe) hourdiffoir^ viz. 55-0 from the 
Two Bobbins will make iioo, which will be one eighth 
part pf what you defire to know j this done, you cut 
off your Silk, and carry it to be put en the Mourdijfoin 
Then weigh it, and Multiply the weight by eight, 

Dd it 
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it will v/eigh jaQ[ as much as a Ported of no ^mes 
of Lyons, which is the general Rule for Calculating, 
when they draw the Silk out: By this means one 
may learn to adjuft the weight. There are Silks of 
Piedmont which are very light and clean, and to be 
preferred before any, in Sale ; The Portee of Silk of 
the lighteft, weighs near twenty four Penny-weight 
to twenty five and twenty fix Penny-weights the 
fortee ; others twenty feven and twenty eight, which 
Weight may be difpenfed with, on condition the other 
Qualities be as good , to wit, well wrought, Evenj, 
Fine, and Clean : But above thefe Weights they cannot 
be, unlefs they abate of their Profit, proportionable, to 
what they want in lightnefs. 



V. Two Propolitions de/ir'd to be Anfwcred 
in a Year and half, by any Perfon ; if they 
arc not in that dme, the Propofer promifes 
he will do it hiaifelf. 



pum a prdsparathttihus ac fohtiomhm Chymicis , 
varias, jecanda corpora^ fuheant ntutationa ; de 
viu hreviorihus. Jimp lie iorihus, ac magis natura- 
iibus JoUkitus indagmt homines \ pmter alim- 
invenitur quod 

Daio nafeente Vegetaltli quolilet a nafcendi mods, 
ejufdem coharendi mJuSf feu partium ejufdem mo- 
Mlitas as immohilitas f dettrminm ptffmt. 




